
 

 

 

 

Comparing Bits and Pieces:  Unit Goals 

In this unit, students will deepen their knowledge and comfort with fractions and build an understanding of 

ratios for use in later units and grades.  They learn to recognize fractions and decimals as numbers that can 

be located on the number line as well as compared, counted, partitioned and decomposed.  Students 

recognize ratios as comparisons of two numbers.  They also recognize equivalence of fractions and ratios, 

and use equivalence to solve problems.  

Helping with Homework  

In your child’s binder you can find worked out examples, notes on the mathematics of the unit, and 

descriptions of important vocabulary words.  

You can help with homework and encourage sound mathematical habits by asking questions such as the 

following: 

● What models or diagrams might be helpful in understanding the situation? 

● In this problem, which comparison makes more sense, a difference or a ratio? 

● What strategies can you use to find equivalent forms of fractions, decimals, ratios or percents? 

● What strategies can you use to reason about numbers greater than or less than 0? 

● How can you use unit rates or rate tables to make comparisons? 

 

Having Conversations about the Math 

The Standards of Mathematical Practice are developed throughout the curriculum. In this unit, students are 

developing the ability to construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, while using their 

understanding and vocabulary to justify their own conclusions to classmates. During this unit:  

● Talk to your child about the ways you use rates, ratios, fractions, decimals, and percents.  

● With your child, find examples of how newspapers, magazines, radio, and television use fractions, 

decimals, and percents.  

● Review your child’s homework; make sure he or she has answered all of the questions and have 

provided clear explanations.  

 

Thank you for all of the help and support you provide at home! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Karcher 

Dear Family, 

The next Unit in your child’s mathematics class this year is Comparing Bits 

and Pieces: Ratios, Rational Numbers, and Equivalence.  In this Unit, 

students extend their understanding of rational numbers.  They also 

explore ratios as a comparison of two quantities and use rate tables to 

study equivalent ratios.  

Chatham Middle School 

Mathematics Department 

http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/6/RP/


Key Concepts for Comparing Bits and Piece 



Extra Resources for Comparing Bits and Pieces 

District/Class Resources: 

Reflex Math: https://www.reflexmath.com/  All CMS Students have received login information. 

Math XL: Students may be assigned reviews on mathxlforschool.com 

Connected Math 2 Extra Practice and Examples: http://goo.gl/FeCaxH 

Games that support this unit: 

Ratio Stadium: http://www.mathplayground.com/ASB_RatioStadium.html 

Ratio Blaster: http://www.mathplayground.com/ASB_RatioBlaster.html 

Khan Academy Videos that support this unit: 

Introduction to Ratios: https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-sixth-grade-math/cc-6th-ratios-prop-

topic/cc-6th-ratios-intro/v/ratios-intro 

Ratio Word Problems: https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-sixth-grade-math/cc-6th-ratios-prop-

topic/cc-6th-ratio-word-problems/v/ratio-word-problem-exercise-example-1 

The Meaning of Percent: https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-sixth-grade-math/cc-6th-ratios-prop-

topic/cc-6th-percentages/v/describing-the-meaning-of-percent 
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